TOURISM, DEVELOPMENT & Agenda Item 57(a)

CULTURE COMMITTEE
Brighton & Hove City Council

Subject: Access to the City’s Beaches — Petition for Debate:

Extract from the proceedings of the Council Meeting
held on the 13 December 2018

Date of Meeting: 17 January 2019

Report of: Executive Lead Officer for Strategy, Governance &
Law

Contact Officer: Name: Mark Wall Tel: 01273 291006

E-mail: mark.wall@brighton-hove.gov.uk
Wards Affected: All

FOR GENERAL RELEASE

Action Required of the Tourism, Development & Culture Committee
To receive the petition referred from the Council for consideration.

Recommendations: That the Committee be requested to call for a costed report
outlining options for accessibility to Brighton and Hove beach front, recommending
options that best meet the needs of those less mobile and in need of assistance.

Petition:

“We the undersigned petition Brighton & Hove Council to improve access to the city’s
beach for all disabled people and those with access needs, including children, elderly
people and people using mobility equipment.”

Additional Information:

Many local residents cannot equally access the seafront, the beach and the sea as
current beach access is not adequate for people with a wide range of needs and
impairments.

We have sent people to the moon, but cannot enable all people to get down into our
sea.

Improved access will also support the reputation of Brighton& Hove as a forward-
thinking and inclusive tourist destination.

Lead petitioner: Claire Nelson
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BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY COUNCIL
COUNCIL
4.30pm 13 DECEMBER 2018
COUNCIL CHAMBER - HOVE TOWN HALL
MINUTES

Present: Councillors Simson (Chair), Phillips (Deputy Chair), Allen, Atkinson,
Barford, Barnett, Bell, Bennett, Bewick, Brown, Cattell, Chapman,
Daniel, Deane, Druitt, Gibson, Gilbey, Greenbaum, Hamilton, Hill,
Horan, Hyde, Janio, Knight, Lewry, Littman, Mac Cafferty, Marsh,
Meadows, Mears, Miller, Mitchell, Moonan, Morris, Nemeth, A Norman,
K Norman, O'Quinn, Page, Peltzer Dunn, Platts, Sykes, Taylor,
C Theobald, G Theobald, Wares, Wealls and Yates.

PART ONE

PETITIONS FOR COUNCIL DEBATE
(1) ACCESS TO THE CITY’S BEACHES

The Mayor stated that where a petition secured 1,250 or more signatures it could be
debated at the council meeting. She had been made aware of 1 such petition. She also
noted that there was an amendment to the covering report’s recommendation from the
Green Group.

The Mayor then invited Claire Nelson, Harriet Cavanagh and Hannah Loach to come
forward and present the first petition.

The petitioners thanked the Mayor and sated that the petition resulted from the need to
improve access to the city’s beaches for those people with mobility difficulties. Whilst it
was recognised that limited facilities were available such as all-terrain wheel-chairs,
there were only 2 and they had to be pre-booked with a deposit included. Ms. Nelson
stated that she had worked with SCOPE to highlight the problems faced by those people
with mobility impairments to access the city’'s beaches and in raising the issue she
hoped that the council would look at finding solutions to improve accessibility. She
noted that other neighbouring authorities provided more help and hoped that something
could be done in Brighton and Hove. The petitioners noted that they had 1,787 on-line
signatures and a further 114 on paper making a total of 1,901.

Councillor Platts thanked both petitioners for bringing the petition to the council meeting
and stated that it was an issue that was close to her heart. She accepted that there
were access difficulties and welcomed the work undertaken with SCOPE to find
solutions and suggested that representatives from SCOPE and the petitioners should
meet with officers to look at how improvements could be made. She was aware that am
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accessible lift had been provided as part of i360 project and that an area for an
accessible platform had been identified along the West Beach. She also noted that
Councillor Robins, in his absence from today’s meeting, as Chair of the Tourism,
Development & Culture Committee had asked her to extend an invitation to the
petitioners to meet with him in the New Year.

Councillor Knight welcomed the petition and moved an amendment on behalf of the
Green Group, which called for the Tourism, Development & Culture Committee to
request that a costed report outlining options for accessibility to the beach front be
brought to a future meeting. She recognised that funding would be required for any
improvements to be achieved but felt that there was a need to undertake some work to
identify what options would be available to be in a position to make an improved offer to
those people with accessibility difficulties.

Councillor Phillips formally seconded the amendment.

Councillor K. Norman stated that he believed the council should have been a far better
position in regard to its accessibility offer, having secured the provision of all-terrain
wheel-chairs some time ago. He was surprised that other authorities appeared to have
more facilities than Brighton and Hove and hoped that this could be addressed in the
future.

Councillor Platts noted the comments and stated that she was happy to accept the
amendment.

The Mayor thanked the petitioners for attending the meeting and presenting the petition,
and noted that the Green Group’s amendment had been accepted. She therefore put
the revised recommendations to the vote which were carried unanimously.

RESOLVED:

(1) That the petition be noted and referred to the Tourism, Development & Culture
Committee for consideration at its meeting on the 17" January 2019, and

(2) That the Committee be requested to call for a costed report outlining options for

accessibility to Brighton and Hove beach front, recommending options that best
meet the needs of those less mobile and in need of assistance.
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